
Table 1: Rural Mainstreet Economy Last 2 Months & One Year Ago: (index > 50 indicates 
expansion) 

 Feb. 2024 Jan. 2025 Feb. 2025 

Area Economic Index 46.2 42.3 38.0 

Loan Volume 66.0 60.0 60.4 

Checking Deposits 48.0 48.0 58.7 

Certificates of Deposit and Savings Instruments 60.0 58.0 62.5 

Farmland Prices 57.7 42.0 40.0 

Farm Equipment Sales 49.5 17.4 18.2 

Home Sales 35.4 40.0 37.0 

Hiring  49.0 47.9 43.5 

Retail Business 44.0 44.0 28.3 

Confidence Index (area economy six months out) 40.4 42.3 40.0 

 
 

Table 2: The Rural Mainstreet Economy, February 2025   

 Percentage of Bankers Reporting 

 
Significant 
Negative 

Negative 
Modest 

Negative 
Little or No Positive 

 
What will be the ultimate net impact of 
President Trump's tariffs on the Rural 
Mainstreet Economy? 

4% 8% 36% 43% 9% 

 
 Percentage of Bankers Reporting 

 Negative Breakeven Positive 

Regarding 2025 cash flow from 
LIVESTOCK in your area, what do you 
expect? 

8.4% 20.8% 70.8% 

 
 Percentage of Bankers Reporting 

 
Negative Breakeven 

Regarding 2025 farm cash flow from 
GRAIN in your area, what do you 
expect? 

45.8 54.2% 

 


