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Message from the President

Extending Creighton’s Mission

n this season of giving, I am especially grateful for the many - vy
gifts that support and encourage our students, providing
them with opportunities to explore and discover more about
themselves and the unique gifts they bring to the world.
Our recently opened $100 million health sciences
campus in Phoenix welcomed a physical therapy program
this fall to go along with our four-year medical school and existing
programs in nursing, pharmacy, and occupational therapy.

We also welcomed our first class of Next Generation Leaders,
thanks to $5.4 million in scholarship support. I expect great things
from these 32 freshmen who represent 13 states and a wonderfully
diverse racial and ethnic makeup.

The gift of global and personal discovery — connecting decades
of students so meaningfully with the people and culture of the
Dominican Republic — celebrates a milestone this year, with the
50th anniversary of the Institute for Latin American Concern.

And, this fall, we announced that our new freshman residence hall will be named Follow me:
Graves Hall, in recognition of a $12 million lead gift from Lee Graves, BSBA'80, JD’83,
and his wife, Judy, and our new Jesuit residence would be named for early Jesuit
Jérome Nadal, SJ. Both facilities will open in fall 2023 and embrace and reflect our
Jesuit mission.

In addition, our stunning new five-story, $75 million CL. Werner Center for
Health Sciences Education continues to rise and take shape on the northwest side
of campus. In dramatic fashion, a covered walkway, elevated over Burt Street, was
installed this fall, connecting the new facility with our health sciences programs in
the Criss Buildings and the Hixson-Lied Science Building. The CL Werner Center is
also set to open in fall 2023.

These, and other gifts, add to our University’s exciting momentum and support
and extend our mission, directly impacting our students.

I am certainly deeply moved and inspired when, during my visits across the
country, our alumni share personal stories of how Creighton has made a difference
in their lives and they voice their desire to give back. I hear of the excitement of
a young alumni couple making their first $5,000 gift to the Creighton Fund, an
alumna grateful to support a scholarship fund that was influential in her journey, or
a heartfelt legacy gift in remembrance of a loved one or that special professor.

To be sure, of course, scholarships are critical to our students’ success, and to
making a Creighton education more accessible to outstanding prospective students.
With 98% of our students receiving scholarships or financial aid, scholarship
support is a priority for our Forward Blue campaign.

The generosity of our alumni extends across our schools and colleges, as well as
class years. Of note, we had more than 18,000 first-time donors in fiscal year 2022,

[ @CreightonPres
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@ILAC at 50: For 50 years,
Creighton University has

provided programming in and, on the flip side, 43% of our donors have given at least three times. You can read
the Dominican Republic b h . inthei inside this i

that emphasizes the more about the campaign in the insert inside this issue.

importance of global I am grateful for the many ways our Creighton community contributes to the
vision and understanding . . . .

in educating well-rounded success of our University. I wish all of you a wonderful holiday season, a blessed
individuals. Pictured is Christmas, and a Happy New Year.
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Creighton is investing in the Jesuit community,
whose values and vision have guided the University's
mission-driven approach to education. And with

the construction of the Jérome Nadal, SJ, Jesuit
Residence, the Jesuit community will be more visible
and available to students, faculty, staff and alumni.
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Researching
Online ‘mobs’

BY EUGENE CURTIN

Creighton professors and
their students to study
the formation, growth
and effectiveness of
online ‘mobs’
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he primary image evoked by the

I word “mob” probably involves

hundreds of rioters storming

government buildings or perhaps burn-
ing commercial districts.

How “mobs,” good or bad, form on
social media, how the organizers accel-
erate their messages and the likelihood
of mobs achieving their goals, is the sub-
ject of a $585,000, three-year research
contract recently awarded to a team that
includes two Creighton professors.

Creighton undergraduate students
will also be part of the ongoing research
project, which aims to understand the
genesis, growth and course of social
media mob formation.

That undergraduate students
will assist the team during the proj-
ect’s three-year timeline will further

Creighton’s reputation for providing
important research opportunities to
undergraduates.

Undergraduates have long been a
valued presence in his work, says Samer
Al-khateeb, PhD, assistant professor of
computer science in the College of Arts
and Sciences.

“Since I joined Creighton, I have
worked with five undergraduate stu-
dents,” he says. “We even published a
paper in an international conference
with one of the students, which was
about flash mobs, although the idea
there was to look at how social bots
affect the spread of a message.

“Undergraduates help a lot. A stu-
dent who is working with me right
now is doing a phenomenal job. For
this study, I am planning to hire two

undergraduate students, one in com-
puter science and hopefully one in social
science.”

The study is funded by the U.S. Air
Force Office of Scientific Research
through the DEPSCOR program, or
Department of Defense Established
Program to Stimulate Competitive
Research.

The national security implications
of understanding the process of
mob formation could be profound,
Al-khateeb says.

“If you understand how people coor-
dinate a mob, then you might be able to
understand how hackers will try to hack
a government website, an electrical grid
or make a hashtag trend,” he says.

“The idea is to understand how
mobs of various types happen, what

strategies are used, and what factors
contribute to mobs’ success or failure.
So, if a deviant mob happens, you are
prepared. Imagine, for example, that
military exercises are scheduled, and
some people opposed to that begin a
Twitter campaign suggesting that NATO
istrying to start World War Il and invite
people to go to the streets and attack
these troops. Being able to understand
how this mob is forming and the strat-
egies used to amplify such a hashtag or
to disseminate that message to a wide
audience would be very useful.”
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If you understand how
people coordinate a
mob, then you might be
able to understand how
hackers will try to hack
a government website,
an electrical grid or
make a hashtag trend.
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Understanding how and why cyber
mobs succeed confers a better ability to
respond, perhaps by creating a counter-
messaging campaign, understanding
better what kind of language to use,
what kind of hashtag to use and even the
sentiments that should be expressed.

“That is the proactive potential of
understanding,” Al-khateeb says.

The research team will include
Al-khateeb, Rebecca Murray, PhD, pro-
fessor and associate dean of social
sciences and professional programs,
and Nitin Agarwal, PhD, distinguished
professor and director of the Collab-
oratorium for Social Media and Online
Behavioral Studies (COSMOS) at the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock.

As demonstrated by the Department
of Defense awarding this project to

ATHLETICS HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2022

Carol Ketcham
(administrator), Renae

Sinkler-O'Gorman, BA'11,

MS'20, (softball) and
Megan Bober Varasteh,
BS"13, (volleyball)
were inducted into the
Creighton Athletics Hall
of Fame on Oct. 15. The
all-female 2022 class
continues Creighton'’s
celebration of the 50th
anniversary of Title IX.

CYNTHIA SCHMERSAL >

Cynthia Schmersal,
EdD, MA13, is
Creighton's new vice
president of Mission
and Ministry.

him, Al-khateeb has built a reputation
as an expert in social networks analysis
and social cyber forensics.

He arrived in the United States from
Iraq in 2009 and joined the Creighton
faculty in 2018 after serving 11 years
at the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock, where he earned his PhD in com-
puter and information sciences.

Flash mobs, online propaganda
campaigns and the dissemination of
misinformation across the internet by
terrorist groups, trolls and cyberbots
became his area of expertise after first
participating in metadata investigations
during his years as a PhD student.

“Back then, ISIS was very active in
Iraq and Syria, and they were posting a
lot of propaganda videos and pictures
and recruitment messages,” he says.
“At that time, I was working on a mob
model based on the theory of collec-
tive action and applied the model to
their network to understand how the
campaign was going, how successful
is it, and what are the strategies that
can be used to counter their acts on
social media.”

Schmersal Named VP of
Mission and Ministry
Creighton University welcomed
Cynthia Schmersal, EdD, MA13, as its
new vice president of Mission and
Ministry on Sept. 30. Schmersal suc-
ceeds Eileen-Burke Sullivan, STD,
MChrSp’84, who retired. Burke-Sullivan
served as vice provost and then vice
president of Mission and Ministry at
Creighton since 2014.

“I am excited to welcome Dr.
Schmersal to the Creighton and wider
communities and to my leadership
team,” said Creighton President the Rev.
Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD. “She is
well-versed in Jesuit education and mis-
sion. For nearly 25 years, she hasbeen a
student, volunteer, employee, parishio-
ner, and retreatant with various Jesuit
apostolates.”

Schmersal was previously vice ®
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president for Mission and Ministry at
Rockhurst University in Kansas City,
Missouri. She was at Rockhurst for the
last 15 years, and, prior to that, was an
areadirector and then assistant director
for the Jesuit Volunteer Corps: Midwest
in Detroit.

She completed the Association of
Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU)
Ignatian Colleagues Program in 2021.
She serves on the executive committee
of the board of trustees for the Ignatian
Spirituality Center of Kansas City and on
the board of Alpha Sigma Nu, the inter-
national Jesuit honor society.

Mission Week Looks to
Hope-Filled Future

At the beginning of the academic
year, Creighton hosted its third Mission
Week, a series of campuswide events
and opportunities to gather in com-
munity and reflect upon and celebrate
the University’s unique Jesuit, Catholic
heritage and values. This year’s theme
was “Walking Toward a Hope-Filled
Future,” and focused on the third of
four Universal Apostolic Preferences
— Journeying with Youth. These

preferences serve as points of reference
guiding the work of the Jesuits and lay
colleagues worldwide through 2029.

Mission Week events included
student speeches on hope, the Ignatian
Awards luncheon, a keynote address
by the Rev. Sam Sawyer, S], incoming
editor-in-chief of America Magazine,
and Mass of the Holy Spirit.

Another highlight was the annual
Presidential Town Hall. Following the
town hall, Creighton President the Rev.
Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD, presented
the annual Kingfisher Award to Patrick
Murray, PhD, professor of philosophy and
the John C. Kenefick Faculty Chairin the
Humanities.

The award encourages teaching
humanist values across all academic
disciplines and honors an outstand-
ing person who has demonstrated
an extraordinary commitment to the
enduring values, principles and practices
of the humanities. It is presented in part-
nership with the Kingfisher Institute for
the Liberal Arts and Professions.

“Dr. Murray believes a leader in the
humanities should engage disciplines
outside the humanities. On our campus,
and through his dedication and research,
he has fostered interdisciplinary

TOP-RANKED UNIVERSITY

Creighton University
is one of the nation’s
best institutions for
undergraduates, according
to the Princeton Review's
“Best 388 Colleges for
2023." The Princeton
Review cites Creighton as
“a Jesuit institution that
prides itself on shaping
the whole person, which
means that students find
themselves extremely
involved in academic and
extracurricular activities.”

@ The Rev. Daniel

S. Hendrickson, SJ,
PhD, left, and Patrick
Murray, PhD, who was
this year’s recipient of
the Kingfisher Award.

connections between the humanities
and theology, natural sciences, sociol-
ogy, economics, politics, environmen-
talism, and film,” Fr. Hendrickson said.

Murray’s engagement with Jesuit
education goes back 56 years when
he enrolled as a student at Marquette
University. Following graduate work
at Saint Louis University, he arrived at
Creighton, where he has taught for more
than 40 years.

He is among the nation’s foremost
authorities on the theory and philoso-
phy of Karl Marx and has authored three
books with a fourth and fifth in progress.
His Marx’s Theory of Scientific Knowledge
(1988) is considered among the finest
English-language contributions to the
study of Marxian philosophy.

Murray has partnered with numer-
ous local institutions and organizations,
including the University of Nebraska
Omaha, University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Film Streams, the Omaha Public Library;,
the Joslyn Art Museum and the Nebraska
Humanities Governor’s Lecture, on top-
ics ranging from immigration to African
American history in Omaha, climate
change and the social mission of Catholic
universities, and the philosophy of law
asit relates to race and racism.

Creighton Professor and
Research Team Unearth
Story of Ancient Humanity

The tooth belonged to a young girl —
somewhere between 3% and 8 years old.
It was unerupted, still embedded deep
within her jaw when she died in south-
east Asia, in the modern country of Laos,
roughly 150,000 years ago.

The girl’s remains, alongside those of
other ancient mammals, were washed
into a cave by slow-moving water. Over
the years, the remains deteriorated —
even the bone — until only the tooth was
left. The sediment around it hardened

But from this one small tooth, sci-
entists — including Creighton’s Tyler
Dunn, PhD — have been able to paint
a more detailed portrait of the ancient
human past. The girl belonged to a
little-known group of ancient humans
known as the Denisovans who, though
extinct today, share DNA with modern
peoples in Australia and the Pacific
Islands.

“This group of human ancestors was
only known previously from two other
sites — one in Siberia and the other in
Tibet,” says Dunn, assistant professor in
the Department of Medical Education
and director of the anatomy lab in the
School of Medicine in Omaha. “This
discovery is sort of connecting the dots
between where we know the fossils to be
—innorthern Siberia and Tibet —all the
way down to islands in southeast Asia,
where their modern descendants live.”

Dunn, who participated in the exca-
vation, is one of the co-authors of the
study about the discovery published
in the journal Nature Communications.
News of the find has been reported in
the New York Times, National Geographic
and elsewhere.

The find, Dunn says, will likely
result in a renewed scientific interest
in southeast Asia, a region that’s long
been overlooked due to decades of war
and conflict.

The Denisovans, Dunn says, remain
a mystery in many ways. The only evi-
dence they’ve left has been found in the
form of scattered bone fragments — a
jawbone, a finger bone and some long
bone pieces — and teeth. So, creating a
picture of what their faces looked like or
how they behaved is difficult.

What experts do know has been
drawn from studying ancient DNA and
proteins left in the bones and teeth,
which tell scientists that Denisovans
were similar to the more well-known
Neanderthals.

“Something that I thinkis super cool,

@ Tyler Dunn, PhD,
holds the ancient
tooth of a young

girl who lived in
southeast Asia some
150,000 years ago.

use something called proteomics. Some
folks in the Department of Biomedical
Sciences at Creighton are using this
method, which examines protein sig-
natures to understand modern biol-
ogy. For this project, we’re applying it
to remains that are 100,000 or 150,000
years old. We're able to extract these
ancient proteins and get an idea of who
these people were.”

Dunn’s own research interests lie
at the intersection of modern and
ancient human anatomy. In the School
of Medicine, he teaches anatomy to med-
ical students, as well as courses on the

The through line in his work, he
says, is variation in human anatomy
and how those differences have played
out socially through different eras of the
human experience.

It is perhaps a concept that becomes
more relevant the deeper you go in
human history, he says. During the time
of the Laos tooth, there were as many as
seven distinct human groups existing in
southeast Asia.

“Variation and diversity are things
that need to be appreciated in our mod-
ern context as different lived experi-
ences are coming together,” Dunn says.

g like concrete, and there it remained until is that a lot of this work wouldn’t have social determinants of health, includ- “That’s directly applicable to the ancient
e 2018 when a team of paleontologists, been possible even five years ago,” Dunn ing the medical humanities elective “Is past. There were multiple ways of liv-
§ bioanthropologists and archaeologists says. “To study ancient variation, espe- Race Real: Racialization in Science and ing in the ancient world, as this tooth
g pulled it from the rock. cially when DNA is poorly preserved, we Medicine.” shows us.”
e !
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Knowledge Donor Program
Accelerates Learning on
Phoenix Campus

At Creighton, there is dignity among
the dead.

“We use the term ‘cadaver’ very,
very sparingly,” says Kayla Gray, direc-
tor of the anatomy lab at the Creighton
University Health Sciences Campus -
Phoenix. “We refer to all of our decedents
as ‘donors’ to really emphasize for our
learners that these are human beings.”

For medical students and res-
idents everywhere, working with
deceased human remains is a part of
the intense process of medical edu-
cation. The bodies, usually preserved
with formaldehyde, serve as a tool for
physicians-in-training to learn human
anatomy and practice new procedures.

But students and residents at
Creighton’s School of Medicine in
Phoenix are getting a different expe-
rience during their cadaveric training.
They are working with bodies that have
been preserved in a nonformaldehyde
solution, which leaves the tissue in a
more natural state.

The program, called the Knowledge
Donor program on campus, allows
students — and sometimes even expe-
rienced physicians — to train more
effectively on deceased donors so that
they are better prepared to treat living
patients.

The contrast between tradition-
ally preserved bodies and those on the
Phoenix campus is stark, says Hahn
Soe-Lin, MD, a trauma surgeon and clin-
ical simulation director on the Phoenix
campus.

When bodies are preserved in form-
aldehyde — a technique that has been
common for more than a century at least
— the skin yellows, the tissue dries and
bodily joints stiffen.

“What we find is that, when students
who have worked with formaldehyde-
preserved bodies in the anatomy lab
get to their clinical rotations, stepping
into the operating room or trauma

8 Creighton FALL 2022
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Health Care in 3D

hat if you could see your diagnosis in three
dimensions? What if you could hold it in your
hand and examine it carefully? How much more
in control would you feel?

At Creighton University Health Sciences
Campus - Phoenix, medical students in the
on-campus 3D Printing Club are exploring how to make this a reality
for both patients and physicians. Using the latest imaging and printing
techniques, students in the club are creating 3D models of individual
patients’ anatomy that physicians can use to plan and prepare treatment.

“For a lot of patients, it’s hard to understand what’s going on when
they get a new diagnosis,” says Eugene Moon (pictured below), a medical
student at the Phoenix campus and founding president of the 3D printing
club. “Although we sometimes have general models to explain it, showing
them a 3D model of their specific anatomy, I think, does a lot more to
illustrate for them what’s happening inside the body.”

AD

bays, they have to pretty much relearn
all of anatomy,” Gray says. “They’re
looking at unfamiliar body structures,
because what they’ve learned does not
translate into clinical relevance.”

The program involves medical
students in the anatomy lab, and also
surgical residents with Creighton’s
School of Medicine in Phoenix. The idea,
Soe-Lin says, is that residents working
with the Knowledge Donor bodies will
be able to learn certain procedures
faster and better before working on
live patients.

“If you take a learner, and you give
them multiple repetitions in a high-
fidelity simulated environment, they’re
going to become better and pass that
learning curve a lot sooner than they
were before,” he says.

66

You now have medical
students that are
capable of performing
a life-saving maneuver.
That’s the power of this
type of training.

9

Working with medical students with
no prior training, program adminis-
trators have found that, after six iter-
ations of practicing a procedure with
the Knowledge Donor bodies, the stu-
dents were able to perform the proce-
dure as fast as the trauma faculty with
no mistakes, says Keith Paley, MD, pro-
gram director of the surgery residency
program.

“You now have medical students
who are capable of performing a life-
saving maneuver,” Paley says. “That’s
the power of this type of training.”

Experienced physicians on cam-
pus have also benefitted from the pro-
gram. Last year, Thomas Gillespie, MD,

professor in the School of Medicine at
the Phoenix campus, was able to prac-
tice ararely performed abdominal nerve
procedure on one of the Knowledge
Donor bodies before repeating it on a
live patient.

Guided by Creighton’s Jesuit mission,
the program operates in an environ-
ment that recognizes the humanity of
the donor bodies. Students in the anat-
omy lab debrief after working with the
bodies, and are invited to reflect on
how the experience made them feel,
Soe-Lin says.

“We are very cognizant that we
are starting to bring trainees early on
in their medical education, perhaps
earlier than before, to interface with a
program that involves lifelike dissection
and models and trauma scenarios,” he
says. “We certainly want to be sensitive
to making that transition easy, while
also helping these students recognize
the depth of what they’re doing and how
they’re learning.”

Fr. Foro New Holder of Waite
Chair in Jesuit Education

The Rev. Emmanuel Foro, SJ, a Jesuit
from the West Africa Province, joined
Creighton this fall as the new holder of
the Anna and Donald Waite Chair in
Jesuit Education. He is from Burkina
Faso in West Africa, and his research
focuses on contemporary issues per-
taining to reconciliation.

Fr. Foro previously served as the
dean at Hekima College in Nairobi,
Kenya, where he also taught system-
atic theology. From January 2019 to
September 2021, Fr. Foro was the socius
(assistant) to the provincial of the West
Africa Province, and until he came to
Creighton, he was giving retreats at the
Jesuit Retreat Centre in Burkina Faso,
as well as teaching systematic theol-
ogy at the ITCJ (Institut de Théologie
de la Compagnie de Jésus) in Abidjan,
teaching mainly ecclesiology, Christian
anthropology and Trinity.

AMY FRIEDMAN WILSON»>

Amy Friedman Wilson,
PharmD'95, was
named dean of the
School of Pharmacy
and Health Professions
inJuly.

<EMMANUEL FORO, $J

The Rev. Emmanuel
Foro, SJ, is the holder
of the Anna and
Donald Waite Chair in
Jesuit Education.

Wilson Named Pharmacy
and Health Professions Dean

Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD’95,
was named dean of the School of
Pharmacy and Health Professions and
began her role as dean in July. Wilson,
who had been serving as interim dean
since January 2022, also was senior asso-
ciate dean for operations and associate
dean for the School of Pharmacy and
Health Professions Phoenix campus.

Wilson has served as a faculty mem-
ber and administrator in the school for
the last 22 years. Beginning in 2005,
she served for 10 years as director of
Creighton’s Center for Drug Information
and Evidence-Based Practice, provid-
ing leadership and guidance on health
care policy and formulary development
for a number of institutions, as well as
oversight of the medication information
consultation service.

In 2015, Wilson was appointed assis-
tant dean, and later associate dean, for
Academic Affairs. She has served as
interim dean twice. Throughout her
administrative tenure, she has been
involved in numerous initiatives, includ-
ing accreditation, academic planning
and operational activities. She has been
instrumental in the development and
operations of the Creighton University
Health Sciences Campus - Phoenix,
participating in the leadership and
planning of the site.

Creighton Awarded NEH
Grant to Digitize American
Expedition Collection

A team led by Creighton faculty
has received a $350,000 grant from
the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) to digitize a collec-
tion of priceless artwork and documents
chronicling a landmark 19th century
expedition into the American interior.

The project, The Natural Face of
North America: A Public Portal to ®
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the Maximilian-Bodmer Collection at
Joslyn Art Museum, is the result of a col-
laboration between Creighton, Omaha’s
Joslyn Art Museum and the Nebraska
Indian Community College.

Spearheaded by two Creighton
College of Arts and Sciences faculty
members — Simon Appleford, PhD,
and Adam Sundberg, PhD, both asso-
ciate professors of history and digital
humanities — the project aims to create
afree, publicly accessible digital portal
of material from the Maxmilian-Bodmer
collection, held by the Joslyn.

The collection includes the most
complete archive of material from
the expedition of German nobleman
Maximilian von Wied and Swiss painter
Karl Bodmer across North America
between 1832 and 1834. In their trav-
els, the pair encountered more than
20 Indigenous Nations, including the
Mandan people, who would later be dev-
astated by a smallpox epidemic in 1837.

The pair meticulously documented
the people, plants, animals and

10 Creighton
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©® Below is one of

the paintings that is
part of the collection
being digitized by a
Creighton team. Karl
Bodmer (Swiss, 1809~
1893), Sioux Camp,
1833, watercolor and
graphite on paper, 7
7/16 x 10 7/16 in., Joslyn
Art Museum, Omaha,
Nebraska, Gift of the
Enron Art Foundation,
1986.49.375,
Photograph © Bruce
M. White, 2019

landscapes they encountered on the
more than 7,000-mile journey from
New England to present-day Montana
and back. The Joslyn collection includes
more than 1,000 objects, including von
Wied’s handwritten, three-volume jour-
nal and more than 400 original water-
colors and drawings by Bodmer.

“All the while, they’'re creating a
visual record, while gathering ethno-
graphic, linguistic and environmental
data on this trip,” Sundberg says. “The
collection that Joslyn holds is the most
detailed, visual and textual European
record of the American interior during
this moment of profound demographic
and environmental transition.”

With the newly awarded grant funds,
project staff, including students from a
wide variety of disciplines at Creighton
and Nebraska Indian Community
College, will begin digitizing and
encoding von Wied’s journal entries
and Bodmer’s artwork, with the aim of
building a digital portal in which users
will be able to browse pieces from the

collection and follow the expedition on
a historic map.

“This project will expose students
in a really explicit way to some of the
methods that we have in the digital
humanities,” Sundberg says. “It’s not
just professional scholarship they’ll be
doing. They’re going to be learning these
practical skills and employing them on
a potentially very impactful project.”

Ann Mausbach, PhD, associate pro-
fessor of educational leadership in the
College of Arts and Sciences, will also
lead efforts to create a custom K-12 cur-
riculum, developed in coordination with
Native American communities, based
on the material.

“A major component of this project
is working with these communities
that Maximilian and Bodmer encoun-
tered — the Omaha Tribe in northern
Nebraska, the Mandan people and oth-
ers,” Appleford says. “We want to work
with them to make sure that what we're
doing — how we’re framing the project,
how we’re talking about the project
and contextualizing the expedition —
reflects their perspectives.”

The grant award was one of 245
announced by the NEH this funding
cycle for projects that “expand the hori-
zons of our knowledge of culture and
history ... and bring high-quality public
programs and resources directly to the
American public,” according to the NEH.

$3 Million Grant to See
Creighton Train Community
Health Advocates

Access to health care services, routine
for so many Americans, can be shrouded
in mystery for some, beckoning elusively
across a chasm of generational unfamil-
iarity and unaffordability.

To help bridge that gap, a three-year,
$3 million grant has been awarded to
Creighton through its Department
of Health Sciences-Multicultural
and Community Affairs. The Health
Resources and Services Administration,
an agency of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, has ®

STUDENT RESEARCH

Hands-on Research

Emma Goldsmith, BSEVS’22, trod

the marshy grasslands of the Heron
Haven Nature Center in Omaha last
spring searching for grass samples.

Her research is just one example of the
many opportunities Bluejays have to
work alongside expert faculty-mentors,
making important discoveries with a
real-world impact.

® Emma Goldsmith,
BSEVS’22, left, and John
Schalles, PhD, professor
emeritus of biology,
conducting field
research last spring.

What were you researching?

We measured biomass levels in marshes. We took samples of the grasses and then
dried them and weighed them. We combined this with satellite imagery to assess the
health of a particular marsh or wetland. It's really important, especially as the climate is
changing, to be able to assess changes with the biomass, or with water quality.

What was the most important aspect of your research?

For me, it was water quality analysis. If | could develop an algorithm that | overlay onto
satellite imagery, it might be applicable all over the world. So, places off the coast of
Africa, or other places that are hard to reach, would be able to assess water quality even
if they don't have the tools they need to do it themselves. That could be very important.

Should students interested in research consider Creighton?

Yes. The great thing about Creighton is that the class sizes are so small, and the
professors are always engaged. | had one-on-one interaction with an expert in the field,
all the time. It was great.

How did you assess your time at Creighton?

| feel I've developed as a friend, as an intellectual and a person. The pandemic threw
things off a little bit, but overall, my time at Creighton set me up well to go into the
world as a competent and confident person. Research opportunities at Creighton
changed my whole experience.
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authorized Creighton’s Center for
Promoting Health and Health Equity to
train 240 volunteer community health
workers during the next three years.

The grant will use Creighton’s
existing Community Health Advocate
program to train the new health advo-
cates. The primary function of these
“community health workers,” as they
are termed by the federal government,
will be to connect health services to
minority communities such as African
Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans
and Sudanese, Somali and Karen immi-
grants, as well as people who are experi-
encing homelessness or unemployment,
are living in public housing, or who suf-
fer socioeconomic disadvantages.

As the first certifying agency of
community health workers approved
by the Nebraska Department of Labor,
Creighton will reach beyond the Greater
Omaha areainto rural areas of the state
where health advocates are rare, says
Sade Kosoko-Lasaki, MD, MBA05, asso-
ciate vice provost and director of Health
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® Sade Kosoko-
Lasaki, MD, MBA05,
associate vice
provost and director
of the Department
of Health Sciences-
Multicultural and
Community Affairs,
will lead the effort
torecruit and train
community health
workers throughout
Nebraska.

Sciences-Multicultural and Community
Affairs.

“We will recruit candidates through-
out Nebraska,” Kosoko-Lasaki says. “The
major medical institutions here in the
Omaha area have branches and offices
and operations throughout the state. We
will train people to serve in the commu-
nities where they are needed, the com-
munities in which they already live.”

Certainly, she says, native and immi-
grant communities in North Omaha and
South Omaha, as well as the homeless
population, constitute the primary need.

“Many people have questions about
health care, about where to go and whom
to see,” Kosoko-Lasaki says. “These com-
munity health advocates live right there
in the neighborhoods. They are trusted
neighbors who can answer questions
about accessing health care services,
who understand health care needs, and
can promote individual wellness from
chronic diseases that are highly preva-
lent in minority communities.”

Creighton’s expertise in training

community health advocates reaches
back 12 years, according to John Stone,
MD, PhD, co-director of the Center for
Promoting Health and Health Equity
and professor emeritus at Creighton.
Back then, Creighton received mini
grants from CHI Health and the Omaha
Housing Authority to train lay people
to promote health care in underserved
communities.

Ten people were trained. Following
that modest beginning, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention pro-
vided a four-year, $3.2 million grant to
promote physical activity in low-income
communities aimed at reducing cardio-
vascular disease. Spanning from 2015
to 2019, that grant funded the training
of 50 people, and cemented Creighton’s
reputation as a provider of community
health workers.

Although the community health
workers emerging from Creighton’s
programs are considered volunteers,
Kosoko-Lasaki says she hopes that
medical institutions will see their value
and develop apprenticeship programs
leading to full-time, paid employment,
at least for some of them.

“The idea of community health
workers is still fairly new here in Omaha
and Nebraska, but across the nation
they have been around for more than
20 years,” Kosoko-Lasaki says. “In the
Dominican Republic, where Creighton
does a lot of work, we call them ‘coop-
eradores, and they are respected com-
munity people who do it for the health
and welfare of their fellow community
members.”

The collaborating partners on this
initiative are the Douglas County Health
Department, OneWorld Community
Health Centers, CyncHealth, Inc.,
Charles Drew Community Health
Centers, Nebraska Urban Indian Health
Coalition, Catholic Health Initiative
(CHI), Nebraska Center for Health
Families, Lee Brown and Associates, and
Heartland Workforce Solutions.

Evaluation will be performed by
International Advanced Development
and Research Corporation.

Breland Named Vice Provost
and Dean

A. Barron Breland, DM, was named
vice provost for Faculty and Academic
Affairs and dean of the Graduate School.

Breland, who holds a Doctor of Music
in Choral Conducting from the Indiana
University Jacobs School of Music, has
been on the faculty at Creighton for 14
years, starting as an assistant professor
in 2008. He was promoted to associate
professor in 2014 and professor in 2020.
Breland was named department chair
in 2016.

He currently serves as president
of the Nebraska Choral Directors
Association (a state affiliate of the
American Choral Directors Association),
is a governing member of the Omaha
Symphony, and is on the board of advi-
sors for Opera Omaha.

Breland serves on the Faculty and
Academic Councils for the University,
and for the past two years has been the
Arts and Sciences representative on the
Executive Committee. He also serves on
the University Athletic Board and the
Committee on Committees, and was a
member of the University’s National
Target Market Strategy Working Group
and the Strategic Pl